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Executive Summary

Ex1.1 Introduction

Ex1.1.1

Ex1.1.2

Ex1.1.3

Ex1.1.4

Ex1.1.5

Ex1.1.6

Ex1.1.7

This document outlines the rationale for the compulsory acquisition of land and/or rights
in land for the proposed project. This document is part of a suite of documents
accompanying the application submitted in accordance with section 55 of the Planning
Act 2008 and Regulation 5 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed
Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009.

The document summarises the need for the proposed project, which is driven by the
significant changes in the electricity industry in Great Britain.

Paragraphs 31 and 32 of the Guidance acknowledge that the APFP Regulations
requires a statement of reasons and Paragraph 32 advises that: ‘The statement of
reasons should seek to justify the compulsory acquisition sought and explain in
particular why in the applicant’s opinion there is a compelling case in the public interest
for it. This includes reasons for the creation of new rights’.

This Statement sets out the reasons for seeking powers for the compulsory acquisition
of land and/or rights in the land. It also explains the extent of and reasons for the
temporary use of land. These powers are being sought to ensure that National Grid has
the requisite powers to construct, operate and maintain the project. References in this
Statement to “Compulsory Acquisition” include both permanent land acquisition, and the
acquisition of rights in land.

This Statement will show that there is a compelling case in the public interest for the
relevant land to be subject to powers of compulsory acquisition.

It explains why the use of powers of compulsory acquisition in these circumstances is
legitimate and proportionate, and why any interference with the human rights of those
with interests in the land proposed to be acquired is justified.

It goes on to explain how special circumstances and protected interests are to be dealt
with and that National Grid is seeking to acquire all of the necessary interest by
voluntary agreement but in order to ensure the scheme can be delivered supports those
negotiations with a concurrent application for compulsory powers.

Ex1.2 Conclusion

Ex1.2.1

In conclusion, the Statement of Reasons forms a critical part of the application
documents, providing a clear and compelling justification for the compulsory acquisition
powers sought by National Grid to support the proposed project.
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1.2

1.21

Introduction

Introduction

The Sea Link Project (hereafter referred to as the ‘Proposed Project’) is a proposal by
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (hereafter referred to as National Grid) to
reinforce the transmission network in the Southeast and East Anglia. The Proposed
Project is required to accommodate additional power flows generated from renewable
and low carbon generation, as well as accommodating additional new interconnection
with mainland Europe.

National Grid owns, builds and maintains the electricity transmission network in England
and Wales. Under the Electricity Act 1989, National Grid holds a transmission licence
under which it is required to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated, and
economic electricity transmission system.

This would be achieved by reinforcing the network with a High Voltage Direct Current
(HVDC) Link between the proposed Friston substation in the Sizewell area of Suffolk
and the existing Richborough to Canterbury 400kV overhead line close to Richborough
in Kent.

National Grid is also required, under Section 38 of the Electricity Act 1989, to comply
with the provisions of Schedule 9 of the Act. Schedule 9 requires licence holders, in the
formulation of proposals to transmit electricity, to:

Schedule 9(1)(a) ‘...have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of
conserving flora, fauna and geological or physiographical features of special interest
and of protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural, historic or archaeological
interest;” and

Schedule 9(1)(b) ‘...do what [it] reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the
proposals would have on the natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora,
fauna, features, sites, buildings or objects’.

The purpose of this document is to explain why the powers of compulsory acquisition
and other statutory powers sought in Application Document 3.1 The draft
Development Consent Order are necessary to enable the Proposed Project to
proceed and why there is a compelling case in the public interest for those powers to be
granted.

The Proposed Project

The Proposed Project would comprise the following elements:

The Suffolk Onshore Scheme

e A connection from the existing transmission network via Friston Substation, including
the substation itself. Friston Substation already has development consent as part of
other third-party projects. If Friston Substation has already been constructed under
another consent, only a connection into the substation would be constructed as part
of the Proposed Project.
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¢ A high voltage alternating current (HVAC) underground cable of approximately 1.9
km in length between the proposed Friston Substation and a proposed converter
station (below).

e A 2 GW high voltage direct current (HVDC) converter station (including permanent
access from the B1121 and a new bridge over the River Fromus) up to 26 m high
plus external equipment (such as lightning protection, safety rails for maintenance
works, ventilation equipment, aerials, similar small scale operational plant, or other
roof treatment) near Saxmundham.

e A HVDC underground cable connection of approximately 10 km in length between
the proposed converter station near Saxmundham, and a transition joint bay (TJB)
approximately 900 m inshore from a landfall point (below) where the cable
transitions from onshore to offshore technology.

e A landfall on the Suffolk coast (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness).

The Offshore Scheme:

e Approximately 122 km of subsea HVDC cable, running between the Suffolk landfall
location (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness), and the Kent landfall location at
Pegwell Bay.

The Kent Onshore Scheme:
e A landfall point on the Kent coast at Pegwell Bay.

e A TJB approximately 800 m inshore to transition from offshore HVDC cable to
onshore HVDC cable, before continuing underground for approximately 1.7 km to a
new converter station (below).

e A2 GW HVDC converter station (including a new permanent access off the A256),
up to 28 m high plus external equipment such as lightning protection, safety rails for
maintenance works, ventilation equipment, aerials, and similar small scale
operational plant near Minster. A new substation would be located immediately
adjacent.

e Removal of approximately 2.2 km of existing HVAC overhead line, and installation of
two sections of new HVAC overhead line, together totalling approximately 3.5 km,
each connecting from the substation near Minster and the existing Richborough to
Canterbury overhead line.

1.2.2 The Proposed Project also includes modifications to sections of existing overhead lines
in Suffolk (only if Friston Substation is not built pursuant to another consent) and Kent,
diversions of third-party assets, and land drainage from the construction and operational
footprint. It also includes opportunities for environmental mitigation and compensation.
The construction phase will involve various temporary construction activities including
overhead line diversions, use of temporary towers or masts, working areas for
construction equipment and machinery, site offices, parking spaces, storage, accesses,
bellmouths, and haul roads, as well as watercourse crossings and the diversion of
public rights of way (PROWSs) and other ancillary operations.
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1.3

1.31

1.4

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

1.4.5

1.4.6

1.4.7

Compulsory Acquisition

In its application for the Proposed Project, National Grid seeks powers of compulsory
acquisition and temporary possession in respect of certain land interests. A detailed
description of the extent and nature of the powers sought is set in Chapter 4 of this
Statement.

Land Interests

The land which would be affected by the Proposed Project is located between
Saxmundham and Aldeburgh and between Minster and Pegwell Bay in the counties of
Suffolk and Kent respectively spanning mostly agricultural land.

The extent of the land interests affected by the compulsory acquisition and temporary
possession powers sought by the National Grid is described in Chapter 4 of this
Statement. The land comprises a mixture of uses, being mainly agricultural land, a
Christmas tree plantation, three golf courses and marsh land. It includes land
designated as Special Protection Area (SPA), National Landscapes (NL) and Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

The Order Limits of the draft DCO as shown on the Application Document 2.3 Land
Plans establishes the extent of the land affected by the proposed project. The Limits of
Deviation (LoD) represents the maximum locational flexibility for permanent
infrastructure such as the underground cables and overhead line re-routing. This allows
for adjustment to the final positioning of the proposed project features to avoid localised
constraints or unknown or unforeseeable issues that may arise. The LoD provides
flexibility for construction purposes only and does not determine the permanent land
take or rights to be acquired.

Further details are shown on the Application Document 2.5 Works Plans and
Application Document 2.14 General Arrangement Plans.

National Grid has carried out diligent inquiry to identify all persons with an interest in the
land and persons with a potential claim for compensation as a result of the Proposed
Project. These persons have been consulted pursuant to section 42 of the Planning Act
2008. National Grid will continue its diligent inquiry updating and notify any known
changes in persons with an interest in land who are required to be consulted in respect
of the Proposed Project.

National Grid is not seeking to compulsorily acquire the full extent of the land that falls
within the order limits. National Grid is seeking temporary powers (which can be used to
carry out construction) over an area greater than that proposed for permanent
acquisition or acquisition of rights, which is identified through the Class of Rights shown
on the Application Document 2.3 Land Plans. Once the proposed project is
constructed, in respect of the overhead line and underground cable sections of the
proposed project, National Grid would only require permanent rights to operate, access
and maintain the development over a corridor within the LoD. If National Grid has been
unable to secure the permanent land or rights acquisition required via a voluntary
agreement, it would rely on exercising powers of compulsory acquisition to secure such
land or rights on a permanent basis.

It is also necessary to seek to secure temporary possession of some land for the
purposes of the construction and maintenance of the proposed project as well as to
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1.4.8

1.4.9

1.4.10

1.5

1.51

1.5.2

1.56.3

1.54

1.6

1.6.1

1.6.2

1.6.3

extinguish in a limited way some rights which are incompatible or rendered incapable of
use by the proposed project.

National Grid issued template Heads of Terms to landowners and their appointed
agents in January 2025 which are subject to ongoing discussion. National Grid will
continue to demonstrate an ongoing commitment to acquire all interests in the land
through private land agreements.

Tripartite agreements have been offered where there is an occupier, with security of
tenure and exclusive possession, in addition to the landowner.

National Grid will need to rely on compulsory acquisition for any unregistered parcels of
land where an owner cannot be traced.

The Case for Compulsory Acquisition

It is necessary to seek powers of compulsory acquisition in the Application Document
3.1 draft Development Consent Order in the event that ongoing negotiations to
acquire land are not successful or do not conclude in a timely manner and to ensure
that any rights which reside in un-registered plots are able to be acquired. National Grid
is satisfied that all of the land interests and rights identified for compulsory acquisition
are required to enable the proposed project to proceed.

This Statement sets out the reasons for seeking powers for the compulsory acquisition
of land and/or rights in the land. These powers are being sought to ensure that National
Grid has the requisite powers to construct, operate and maintain the proposed project. It
also explains the extent of and reasons for the temporary use of land.

National Grid is satisfied that the powers of compulsory acquisition and temporary
possession sought in the dDCO are necessary, proportionate and justified. National
Grid is further satisfied that the powers sought are in accordance with all relevant
statutory and policy guidance.

National Grid considers that there is a compelling case in the public interest for the
compulsory acquisition and temporary possession powers sought as set out in Chapter
6 of this Statement.

Human Rights and Equalities

This Statement explains why the use of powers of compulsory acquisition in these
circumstances is legitimate and proportionate, and why any interference with the human
rights of those with interests in the land proposed to be acquired is justified.

Chapter 8 of this Statement sets out how National Grid has met its duties under the
Equalities Act 2010.

In preparing the DCO, National Grid has had regard to the European Convention on
Human Rights ("the Convention") and the Human Rights Act 1998. Chapter 8 of this
Statement considers how the Proposed Project complies with the Convention and with
this legislation, notwithstanding any infringement of the private rights of those whose
interests in the land may be affected by the exercise of powers of compulsory
acquisition in connection with the Proposed Project.
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1.7.2

1.7.3

1.7.4

1.7.5

1.7.6

1.8

1.8.1

1.8.2

1.8.3

Special Category Land

In Chapter 7 of this Statement, and Appendix C, National Grid have addressed the
Special Category Land which is affected by the compulsory acquisition powers sought
in the draft DCO. The Special Category Land identified is National Trust (inalienable
land) and Open Space which is shown on the Application Document 2.4 Special
Category and Crown Land Plans.

Section 130 of the Planning Act 2008 relates to the compulsory acquisition of land held
inalienably by the National Trust. Section 130 is triggered if the National Trust object to
the acquisition of land during the course of the examination and maintains that
objection. If the objection is maintained Special Parliamentary Procedure (SPP) will

apply.

Sections 131 and 132 of the Planning Act 2008 relate to the compulsory acquisition of
land or rights over “any land forming part of a common, open space, or fuel or field
garden”.

Sections 131 and 132 make provision for SPP to apply where a DCO authorises the
compulsory acquisition of land which is categorised as any land forming part of a
common, open space, or fuel or field garden.

The Application Document 3.1 draft Development Consent Order contains
provisions seeking power for the compulsory acquisition of rights in the National Trust
land and over the open space. National Grid is not expecting a formal objection from
National Trust and is of the view that the rights sought are such that the open space
land would be no less advantageous because of the proposed project, hence an
exemption to SPP applies and confirmation to that effect is sought from the Secretary of
State.

National Grid has engaged with the relevant persons responsible for the special
category land and will continue to do so with a view to avoiding the need for special
parliamentary procedure in accordance with the relevant sections of the Act (Sections
130 to 132).

Crown Land

National Grid has also given consideration to the application of the relevant provisions
of the Act in relation to Crown land (Section 135).

The southern section of the river Stour in Kent is Crown land. A claim for ownership
was admitted in 1964 to Marquess Conyngham for the northern section of the river, that
claim however was never followed up, so we have included the land as Crown. Heads
of term for an easement will be sought from the Crown.

There is also some land identified as Crown in Pegwell Bay, Crown have however said
they are not the owner of the foreshore in Pegwell Bay, Kent. A claim for ownership
was admitted in 1964 to Marquess Conyngham, that claim however was never followed
up, so we have included the land as Crown, to be included in the offshore agreement for
lease but also in the Compulsory Acquisition to provide for any additional interests.
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1.9

1.91

1.9.2

1.10

1.10.1

1.10.2

1.10.3

1.10.4

1.10.5

1.10.6

1.10.7

Statutory Undertakers & Utilities

National Grid is engaging with Statutory Undertakers in respect of any land or rights
owned by Statutory Undertakers (with reference to Sections 127 and 138 of the
Planning Act 2008). Further details of such interests can be found in the Application
Document 4.3 Book of Reference. The identities of the statutory undertakers are
contained within Chapter 7.

The draft DCO contains two parts of standard Protective Provisions, in favour of
electricity, gas, water and sewerage undertakers, and telecommunications operators. In
addition, and where appropriate bespoke Protective Provisions are being progressed
with Cadent Gas, Network Rail, Anglian Water and Essex & Suffolk Water, with a view
to reaching agreed protections for each, alongside any necessary separate
mechanisms for their protection, such as Asset Protection Agreements.

Compliance with Statutory Requirements and policy
guidance

This document has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of Regulation
5(2)(h) of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 2009 (as amended) (the APFP Regulations), and the ‘Planning Act 2008:
Guidance related to procedures for the compulsory acquisition of land’ (Department for
Communities and Local Government, 2013) (the CA Guidance).

This Statement is required because the Application Document 3.1 draft
Development Consent Order includes powers for the compulsory acquisition of land
and/or rights in land as described in Chapter 4 within this document.

Paragraphs 31 and 32 of the guidance acknowledge that the APFP Regulations
requires a statement of reasons and Paragraph 32 advises that: ‘The statement of
reasons should seek to justify the compulsory acquisition sought and explain in
particular why in the applicant’s opinion there is a compelling case in the public interest
for it. This includes reasons for the creation of new rights’.

This Statement sets out the reasons for seeking powers for the compulsory acquisition
of land and/or rights in the land. It also explains the extent of, and reasons for, the
temporary use of land. These powers are being sought to ensure that National Grid has
the requisite powers to construct, operate and maintain the proposed project.
References in this Statement to “Compulsory Acquisition” include both permanent land
acquisition, and the acquisition of rights in land.

This Statement will show that there is a compelling case in the public interest for the
relevant land to be subject to powers of compulsory acquisition.

It explains why the use of powers of compulsory acquisition in these circumstances is
legitimate and proportionate, and why any interference with the human rights of those
with interests in the land proposed to be acquired is justified.

This Statement forms part of a suite of documents accompanying the application
submitted in accordance with Section 55 of the PA 2008 and Regulation 5 of the APFP
Regulations 2009 and should be read alongside the other DCO application documents
that relate to the compulsory acquisition powers sought by National Grid and the need
for the proposed project, including:
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e Application Document 1.3 Navigation Document

e Application Document 2.3 Land Plans

e Application Document 2.5 Works Plans

e Application Document 2.4 Special Category Land Plans

e Application Document 3.1 Draft Development Consent Order
e Application Document 3.2 Explanatory Memorandum

e Application Document 4.1 Funding Statement

e Application Document 4.3 Book of Reference

e Application Document 7.1 Planning Statement

e Application Document 6 Environmental Statement
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2.1.1

2.2

221

222

223

224

The Proposed Project

The Legislative and National Policy Framework for the
Proposed Project

For this proposed project, there are three relevant National Policy Statements.

e Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy EN-1 (NPS EN-1) (2024)
(DESNZ, 2023).

e National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure EN-3 (NPS EN-3)
(2024) (DESNZ, 2023); and

¢ National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure EN-5 (NPS EN-5)
(2024) (DESNZ, 2023).

The three NPS’s referred to above came into force on 17 January 2024 and provide the
primary basis for decisions taken by the Secretary of State on applications received for
electricity network infrastructure, and in turn, the Proposed Project.

Section 104(2) of the PA 2008 requires the Secretary of State to decide applications for
Development Consent in accordance with any relevant NPS’s unless the exceptions at
Section 104(4) to (8) apply.

More details on the legislative and policy framework for the proposed project can be
found in the Application Document 7.1 Planning Statement.

Need for the Proposed Project

The electricity industry in Great Britain is undergoing unprecedented change. Closure of
fossil fuel burning generation and end of life nuclear power stations means significant
additional investment in new generating and interconnection capacity will be needed to
ensure existing minimum standards of security and supply are maintained.

Growth in offshore wind generation and interconnectors to Europe has seen a
significant number of connections planned in Scotland, England and significantly in
areas of the East Coast of England, including in East Anglia and the Southeast.

The Climate Change Act 2008 (as amended) now commits the UK Government by law
to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 100% from the 1990 baseline by
2050, strengthening the likelihood of most of these connections progressing to delivery.
This 2050 target is commonly known as 'Net Zero'. To achieve Net Zero, there will need
to be a substantial shift away from the use of fossil fuel burning generation. This has led
to investment in offshore wind generation, which will increase further in the future.

The substantial increase in generator-driven power flows out of East Anglia including
the Sizewell Generation Group and the requirement for generation export from Kent
under high import conditions requires management with a single solution, allowing
power flows to move in either direction to resolve and support 2000MW of shortfall in
each area.
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225 During high generation outputs from the Sizewell Generation Group, during a fault
2000MW can be transported to Kent preventing overloads in East Anglia. Vice versa,
during high interconnector import to Kent, during a fault 2000MW can be transported to
the Sizewell Generation area managing overloads in Kent prior to 2035. Therefore, a
single solution with full power flow control uniquely satisfies both the need in Sizewell
Generation Group and Kent SC2 boundary from 2030.

2.2.6 In summary, this analysis shows that without reinforcement, the capacity of the existing
network in East Anglia and the Southeast is insufficient to accommodate the connection
of proposed new power sources connecting in the area.

227 The need for the Scheme has been established in the Application Document 7.2
Strategic Options Back-check Report.

2.3 Project Development Process

2.3.1 The development of the design and routing of the proposed project has followed
National Grid guidance available at the time of each stage, the most recent update of
which guidance is ‘Our Approach to Consenting’ National Grid, April 2022.

2.3.2 The approach to the design and routing of new electricity transmission lines including
the consideration of alternative technology and route options has followed National Grid
guidance available at the time of each stage. Steps 1 to 3 below have been completed
and steps 4 and 5 are to follow (this Statement forming part of the application stage).

R Defined .
idE:r_'Tt?’;[ilgg’E_iﬁm proposal and ;F;F::Jl?naat;:?unﬁ Construction
A calartion statutory —_— 0N, s
and selection and decision

consultation

Plate 2.1 Project Development Process

Step 1: Options Identification and Selection

Identify and appraise project options, engage stakeholders and seek consultees
feedback to help shape development of the project. The purpose of Options
identification and selection is to select, using consultation feedback, a preferred corridor
(or site) with a preliminary route swathe which can be developed during the next project
phase.

Step 2: Defined Proposal and Statutory Consultation

Develop project design in response to feedback, prepare preliminary environmental
information, undertake statutory public consultation on the proposal. At the defined
proposal and statutory consultation phase the feedback received so far will be used to
develop the proposal. Preliminary environmental information will be prepared to support
the public consultation.
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Step 3: Assessment and Land Rights

Refine project design in response to feedback, assess project impacts and seek lands
rights. Prepare application documents. During assessment and land rights consultation,
feedback is used to inform detailed proposals upon which we undertake environmental
assessment and seek land rights.

Step 4: Application, Examination and Decision

Submit and publicise the accepted application, respond to examination questions and
support examination hearings. This phase includes the application submission,
examination and decision.

Step 5: Construction

Discharge DCO requirements, start construction, implement mitigation, reinstatement
and post-construction monitoring. After consent has been granted, the necessary DCO
requirements would be discharged and construction commenced.

2.4 Alternatives considered

2.4.1 The process set out above has been followed by National Grid in developing this
proposed project. Step 1 considered the four Strategic Options available.

2.4.2 For each of the strategic options, we considered the technology options available for
transmission system reinforcement, environmental and socio-economic constraints,
lifetime costs of each technology option, as well as initial capital cost.

243 All options taken forward for appraisal are evaluated in respect of environmental
constraints, socio-economic effects, technology alternatives, capital and lifetime costs.
Undertaking this appraisal ensures stakeholders can see how we have made our
judgments and balanced the relevant factors in accordance with our legal duties.

2.4.4 Taking the above considerations into account, we propose to take forward an HVDC
connection between Sizewell Area and Richborough Area. This is the joint lowest cost
overall solution, offering environmental and socio-economic benefits over the other
options and the estimated costs of this option against the alternatives are similar or
lower.

245 Application Document 7.2 Strategic Options Back-check Report addresses the
strategic options considered and Environmental Statement Chapter 3 ‘Main Alternatives’
provides further details as to the main alternatives considered.

2.5 National Grid and the Proposed Project

2.5.1 National Grid holds the Transmission Licence for England and Wales and is the only
company licensed to transmit electricity in England and Wales. It is thus obligated to
develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated and economical system of electricity
transmission and to facilitate competition in the generation and supply of electricity, as
set out in the Electricity Act 1989. National Grid is regulated by Ofgem, which sets price
controls and monitors how the company develops and operates the network on behalf
of consumers.
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253

2.6

2.6.1

2.6.2

2.6.3

2.6.4

2.6.5

National Grid owns and manages the national high-voltage electricity transmission
system throughout England and Wales. National Grid owns, builds and maintains the
infrastructure; overhead lines, buried cables and substations as a few examples, to
allow power to move around the country. The key role of this transmission system is to
connect the electricity generators’ power stations with regional Distribution Network
Operators (DNOs) who then supply businesses and homes. In return for the connection,
users of the transmission network pay a tariff to National Grid. This revenue is then
used to maintain, improve and invest in the transmission network.

As a licence holder National Grid have specific duties to uphold in relation to the
desirability of preserving amenity of certain aspects of the environment and to mitigate
the effects of its activities on the environment under Section 38 and Schedule 9 of the
Electricity Act 1989.

Description of the Proposed Project

The Application Document 2.14 General Arrangement Plans show the Proposed
Project (which is subject to limits of deviation, as shown on the Application Document
2.5 Works Plans) and features as detailed in the Application Document 2.1 Guide of
the Plans.

The Proposed Project is to construct and operate a 400kV network reinforcement of the
transmission network between East Anglia and Kent, predominantly an HVDC offshore
cable connection with a converter station and connection to the existing networks at
either end.

The works are defined in detail by Work Number in Schedule 1 of the Application
Document 3.1 Draft Development Consent Order and described in the Application
Document 6.2.1.14 Description of the Proposed Project.

Other ancillary works would be required to facilitate construction and operation of the
project, including (but not limited to):

¢ Modifications to, and realignment of sections of the existing 400kV overhead lines.

e Temporary land to facilitate construction activities including temporary amendments
to the public highway, working areas for construction equipment and machinery, site
offices, welfare, storage and access.

e Temporary infrastructure to facilitate construction activities such as amendments to
the highway including bellmouths for site access, pylons and overhead line
diversions, scaffolding to safeguard existing crossings, watercourse crossings and
diversions of Public Rights of Way (PRoW).

e Diversion of third-party assets and land drainage from the construction and
operational footprint.

e Works to install or alter the course of, or otherwise adapt or divert watercourses,
drainage works, attenuations ponds and culverts.

e Land required for mitigation, compensation and enhancement of the environment as
a result of the environmental assessment process.

The Application Document 3.1 draft Development Consent Order would grant
consent for the construction, operation and maintenance of the ‘Authorised Project’ as
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2.6.6

listed in Schedule 1, within those Limits of Deviation and other parameters as described
in Article 5 of the Application Document 3.1 draft Development Consent Order.

Schedule 1 sets out the ‘authorised development’ by way of Work Numbers detailing the
nature of each element of the Proposed Project. We set out information below in
respect of particular works, where there are aspects pertaining to the powers of
compulsory acquisition being sought, which require further explanation. Hence not all
works are addressed below as not all have features requiring this additional
explanation.

Work No.1A & 1B - Suffolk Substation & Overhead Line Works

26.7

The Proposed project includes the works to construct Friston substation, albeit National
Grid anticipates that the substation will be constructed pursuant to the existing DCOs
granted to Scottish Power Renewables (SPR), hence National Grid would only need to
build a connection to the Friston Substation (Work No. 2). Both scenarios have been
provided for in the event that SPR have not developed the substation by the time it is
required by the proposed project.

Work No.2 - Connection of the Suffolk Substation and the Suffolk
Converter Station

2.6.8

National Grid has sought to include sufficient flexibility cognisant of the interface with
SPR’s DCO works and landscaping, as well as being cognisant of coordination with
another proposed project(s) by National Grid Ventures as set out in the Application
Document 7.10 Coordination Document. Whilst the substation is already consented
by virtue of the SPR DCOs, at the time of this report the construction has not yet
commenced, and the detailed landscaping has not yet been agreed. Therefore,
flexibility has been allowed for. This flexibility ensures the necessary landscaping can
be delivered and the mitigation be sited such that we can avoid placing any mitigation
planting over those areas.

Work No.3B - Suffolk Converter Station and associated equipment.

2.6.9

2.6.10

The Application Document 7.10 Co-ordination Document addresses the approach to
co-ordination with NGV in respect of its proposals. Given that work, National Grid is
seeking rights over an area which is greater than required for the Proposed Project
alone, on the basis that National Grid did not and does not yet know where the
proposed NGV converter station(s) will be sited, or where the construction compound(s)
for NGV will be required. As indicated on the Application Document 2.1.4 Suffolk
General Arrangement Plan 1 of 6, there are 3 options for the Sea Link Suffolk
converter compound location. The multiple areas included allow for the flexibility to work
with NGV and ensure both companies’ schemes can proceed. National Grid therefore
expects to exercise the temporary and permanent land rights only in respect of one
compound area at any given point in time, with the optionality to allow for NGV co-
location. Temporary use and permanent rights may be over differing areas so as not to
impede NGV.

Liaison with the landowners and their agent is ongoing to ensure that the land rights
required are suitable for the project, but also recognising the benefit to the landowners
of certainty to allow them to continue farming the land and plan for future business
opportunities.
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Work No.3A - access road to Suffolk converter station.

26.11 A permanent access road to the Suffolk Converter Station is proposed to lead from the
B1121 road, over a new bridge crossing the River Fromus to the converter station
location. This access road will cross agricultural land which forms part of the
environmental mitigation land. Ancillary to the access road will be a compound at the
River Fromus crossing. This compound can be reinstated back to agricultural land, but
the permanent right will allow the location to be used as a base for maintenance works
during the operational life of the project and throughout the decommissioning period.

26.12  Areas around the access road to the Suffolk converter station will contain mitigation
planting and screening, the detail of which is explained in Application Document
7.5.7.1 Outline Landscape and Ecological Mitigation Plan — Suffolk. In summary, the
project will deliver enhancement along the riparian corridor along the River Fromus.
There will be reprofiling of selected areas of the banks of the River Fromus at specific
locations to create a berm just above the typical summer water level. This berm will be
planted with riparian vegetation. The replanting will be focused around the new bridge.
Additionally, new woodland will be planted around the Saxmundham Converter Station
and the River Fromus, primarily as mitigation to help screen sensitive receptors and
soften views, but also to provide increased structure, ecological connectivity, and
interest within the landscape. Species will be appropriate to the particular requirements
of the geographical area but also take account of climate change and potential pest and
pathogen threats.

Work No.4 — Suffolk Temporary Work Compounds

26.13  Three temporary works compounds are identified within the DCO in Suffolk as Class 8
rights, Temporary Use for Construction, Mitigation, Maintenance, Dismantling of
Redundant Infrastructure. These are located at Plots 3/26, 4/11 and within plot 5/22 at
the Transition Joint Bay (TJB) location.

26.14  These compounds are required during the construction period of the project for use as
works compounds. These compounds will be removed at the end of construction and
the land reinstated and returned to the landowners.

Work No.5 — An underground Electric Cable in Suffolk

26.15  The cabling methodology is described in Application Document 6.2.1.4 Description
of the Proposed Project section 4.6.209 - 4.6.349. In summary, the Alternating
Current (AC) cabling is proposed to be a trenched methodology from the converter
station at Saxmundham to the substation to be located in Friston. The substation will be
connected to the existing 400kV overhead line. The Direct Current (DC) cabling is
proposed to be a trenched methodology from the converter station at Saxmundham to
the TJB based near to the town of Aldeburgh. The cable from the TJB to the marine
section is proposed to be a trenchless technology.

2616  There is one section of the DC cabling where the use of the land poses a “pinch point”
in the cabling construction. This lies in plot numbers 5/1, 5/3 and 5/5. In order to
facilitate the construction of the cabling in this location the construction corridor is
narrower, to mitigate the impact on the neighbouring land owned by Aldeburgh Golf
Club. In order to facilitate this narrowing, the soil arisings will be bunded in line with the
Application Document 7.5.10 Outline Soil Management Plan on plot number 5/1.
The land in plots 5/1, 5/3 and 5/5 will be reinstated with the soil originally removed for
the installation of the cable.
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2.6.17

There is a similar pinch point for the AC cabling where it runs through a Christmas Tree
plantation in plot 1/49. In order to facilitate the construction of the cabling in this location
the construction corridor is narrower, to mitigate the impact on the neighbouring land. In
order to facilitate this narrowing, the soil arisings will be bunded in line with the
Application Document 7.5.10 Outline Soil Management Plan within the same plot in
a wider section of construction working width. The land in plots 1/49 will be reinstated
with the soil originally removed for the installation of the cable.

Work No. 6 — Marine electric line works

2.6.18

The area of the Marine cable is shown on Sheet 6 of the Works Plans — Suffolk, Sheets
1, 2 and 3 of the Works Plans — Offshore and Sheets 3, 4 and 5 of the Works Plans —
Kent. These areas comprise the laying of a marine electric cable. For the Crown Estate,
these plots cannot be acquired by use of compulsory powers. National Grid is working
with the Crown Estate for the marine section and with the three other parties in Kent
who have ownerships and interests in the Pegwell Bay area. Heads of Terms were
issued to these parties and negotiations for the voluntary agreements are progressing.

Work No.8 — Kent Temporary Works Compound

2.6.19

2.6.20

A temporary works compound is identified within the HVDC cabling section in Kent as
Class 8 rights, Temporary Use for Construction, Mitigation, Maintenance, Dismantling of
Redundant Infrastructure. This is located at Plot 3/94 and is designed to support the
marine cabling. It will act as a base location for the marine works at the Kent TJB. This
compound will be removed at the end of construction and the land reinstated and
returned to the landowners.

Plots 2/121 and 2/134 are shown as Class 4, Compulsory Acquisition of Rights-
Construction Compounds. The rights sought here are rights in perpetuity. One of these
compounds is for the construction of the converter station itself and the other for the
construction of the Overhead Pylons. The land acquisition right allows for a compound
to be reinstated here in the future for works associated with the authorised
development, maintenance throughout its operational life and during the
decommissioning period, but in the intervening periods the land will be returned to its
agricultural use and can be occupied by the landowner.

Work No.12 — Removal of the existing overhead line and
installation of new overhead line.

2.6.21

2.6.22

2.6.23

National Grid has reviewed its land rights to understand the rights which the existing
infrastructure (being the Richborough to Canterbury line, which was consented by DCO)
benefits from. That overhead line has been constructed and has been in operation for
some years.

In respect of the overhead line (including towers) which is to be removed, only
temporary use powers are sought, albeit due to the hierarchy of rights they may show
as a higher class. In respect of the permanent new lines and towers, which will connect
the existing overhead line to the substation, permanent rights are sought.

Turning to the voluntary acquisition position, where the existing overhead line benefits
from existing negotiated land rights, a Heads of Terms for a variation to such
agreements has been provided to the grantors in question. Where there are no
documented negotiated land rights, or the original line was secured through exercise of
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2.7

CPO powers, a new voluntary agreement has been provided to the landowner to
regularise the land rights position.

Other Works

Public Rights of Way Diversions

271

Permanent land rights are sought where a Public Right of Way (PRoW) diversion is
permanent (where that diverted route is not in respect of pre-existing PRoW) in order for
it to be ‘dedicated’. Once the dedication has taken place the land can be transferred
back to the original landowner.

Statutory Undertaker & Utilities diversions

272

273

There would be a need to divert or modify existing third-party services to allow safe
construction and operation of the proposed project. This may include undergrounding of
low voltage power lines (on timber poles) and other local service crossings, such as
existing cables in roads. These works may be undertaken by the relevant service
provider as part of their permitted powers.

The design of the diversions reflects the position as at DCO submission, albeit National
Grid will continue to engage in respect of these with the relevant third parties. Hence the
design in the DCO enables, in respect of diversions, a solution which therefore ensures
that a connection is possible.
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3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.7

3.1.10

Environmental Mitigation Measures

Introduction

Land and rights are required to undertake planting proposals or other environmental
measures on the proposed project. These measures are not defined by specific
numbered works but are instead incorporated into the associated development. Further
details on the planting proposals can be found in the Application Document 7.5.7.1
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) and Application Document
7.1 the Planning Statement.

The Outline Landscape and Ecological Management Plans (LEMPs) provide a
framework for delivering the landscape and ecological mitigation strategy and the
successful establishment and future management of proposed landscape and ecology
works associated with the Suffolk and Kent Onshore Schemes.

The overall objective of the landscape design is to integrate the Suffolk and Kent
Onshore Schemes into their landscape settings and to avoid or minimise adverse
landscape and visual effects as far as practicable. Key objectives of the landscape
design include:

To replace habitat loss as a result of construction and enhance habitats through the
creation of woodland, hedgerow, grassland and riparian habitats.

To extend and enhance the woodland planting along the western and southern
boundaries with native woodland planting to provide structural screening to the
Saxmundham Converter Station.

To introduce native hedgerow and tree planting along sections of the B1119 to create
vegetative layers within the landscape and partially screen views of the Saxmundham
Converter Station, whilst maintaining some views of the planted edge of Saxmundham.

To strengthen areas of existing planting to provide greater biodiversity and screening
function around the River Fromus bridge.

To use native woodland planting to provide structural screening to the Minster
Converter Station and Substation in views from the north and northwest whilst providing
containment to the site so that it appears visually connected to the Richborough Energy
Park rather than the wider marsh landscape.

To reinforce the pattern of drainage ditches with appropriate marginal planting and
establish a sensitive interface between the Minster Converter Station and Substation
site and the wider marsh landscape.

There are two types of environmental mitigation being sought under this DCO, one is a
temporary mitigation during construction onl